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with an introductory talk

he day was flagged off by
AD 9 | 0 ‘ : e | e b rate Rahul Sundararn, a founding
member of the Fedora Board,

titled ‘Fedora—freedom is a

Sfeature’. He outlined and explained the
‘rules for Fedora’ as—Free Software;
time-based releases; upstream, upstream,
upstream; leading Free Software
innovation; being pretty; freedom to fork;

freedom to port; 110n: speaking your own
language—and familiarised the
newcomers about the nitty-gritty of the

The Fedora Project made its presence felt at Foss.in community. The intention was to tune in
2007 by celebrating its own project day. The idea of to the audience and help them realise the

project days was introduced with the objective of possibe roles they could play as Fedora
helping some of the bigger Free Software projects With talks on such diverse topics as

‘recruit’ new contributors from India. A total of eight RPM packaging, fonts, Fedora for non-x86
. . architectures and custom spins, the
projects were chosen by the organisers, who, apart participants had plenty to choose from.
from Fedora, were Debian/Ubuntu, GNOME, IndLinux,  To emphasise that contribution was not
. . . tricted to th Im of hardened
KDE, Mozilla, OpenOffice.org and OpenSolaris. restiieted 1o The Fea it o Aarcene

programmers, but also includes artists,
translators and technical writers, there
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were artwork- and localisation-
centric sessions as well.

Mairin Duffy walked the audience
through the intricacies of ‘theming’
Fedora, as part of the Fedora
Artwork team. She touched upon the
nuances of good design principles
and the different tools for the job.
Theming the various components of
a standard Fedora system—install-
time graphics, the boot-up graphics
and the ubiquitous graphics—were
separately discussed. As Atul Chitnis
would have put it, Mairin made it
really easy for newbies to get in at
the ground floor and then take the
elevator up to stardom!

Tom ‘Spot’ Callaway, head of the
Fedora Packaging Committee, took
the session on RPM packaging to
highlight the best practices to
become a good Fedora packager. For
all those wannabe packagers in the
audience, it must have been quite an
experience listening to one of the
foremost authorities in the world of
RPM.

Later in the day, Spot spoke
about the challenges and
opportunities of porting Fedora to
various non-x86 architectures (or
secondary architectures) like SPARC
and ARM. He highlighted the
responsibilities of an architecture
team, and how they interface and
relate with the rest of the Fedora
community. That he himself has
been maintaining a SPARC port of
Fedora, known as Aurora, and lives
with 30 SPARC machines must have
surely added to the fun and
excitement.

Amey Inamdar, a member of the
Fedora ARM team, continued from
where Spot had left off and gave an
overview of the progress they have
made so far and sounded the clarion
call for new contributors.

Two of the students, who had
worked under the Fedora Project as
part of the Google Summer of
Code—Dimitris Glezos and Debarshi
Ray (yes, that’s me)—held brief
‘show-and-tell’ talks about their work

during the summer.

Dimitris’ idea of doing upstream-
friendly and community-centric
translations, which he had realised
through Transifex, was well received
all round. Incidentally, Christian
Perrier, one of the Debian developers
sitting in the audience found it
interesting enough to think aloud
about working out a strategy whereby
Fedora and Debian could share their
translations through a common
Transifex instance.

I spoke about my work on Opyum
and the current issues that needed to
be tackled. During the talk, Dimitris
came up with the idea of having
Opyum run as a Web application so
that people could use Windows
systems to create Yum-packs using
the Web interface.

A workshop on ‘fonts in Fedora’
taken by Rahul Bhalerao, to improve
the fonts in Fedora, and a custom
spin show-off by Rahul Sundaram,
were the other high points of the day.

Let’s see...

With the overwhelming response to
the projects, which some say eclipsed
the main conference, there was no
dearth of innocent souls that could be
captured and transmuted into being
Free Software contributors. Whether
the numbers will finally generate
quality is something we all hope for
but only time can tell. Till then the
organisers can take a much needed
break and savour the joy of a job well
done, while fedora-devel-
list@redhat.com will be eagerly
waiting for all the ‘I want to join’ posts
to pour in. Emj%

_T

By: Debarshi Ray. The author is a
Free Software developer, loves good
Sfood and cinema, and the Himalayas.
You can visit his den at http://
debarshiray. multiply.com/

This article will be automatically
released under the Creative Commons
“Attribution, Share Alike” (CC-by-sa,)
3.0 Licence a month from the date of
publication.
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Best of the Best

{«’% Others Promise.
Bt We Deliver !

Integrated Program for Fresh Graduates
CCIE - Security
CCIE-R &S

On Enroliment Collect
Appointment Letter

Rs. 6 lakhs P.A.
Loans through =3 CLEIZYOLY

Top Gun CCIEs in 2007

Mr. Balaji Rajesh M CCIE # 19345
Mr. Joemon Jose CCIE # 19344
Mr. Rahul Dahiya CCIE # 19343

Mr. Raam Muthusamy  CCIE # 19227
Mr. Ronnie Roshan Cherian GCIE # 19166
Mr. Jvalin Sonawala CCIE # 18924
Mr.Ramprasad P.. CCIE # 18923
Mr. Sarath Kumar Sasidharan CC|E # 18860
Mr.Fahad Salim Allakatt (CIE # 18121
Mr.Bardaan Thapa CCIE # 18093

Mr.Paul £ CCIE # 17758
Mr. Gi Young Kim CCIE # 17668
Mr.Liju R. S. CCIE # 17507

Mr. Saptanshu Arora CCIE # 17506
Courses Offered:

CCIE, CCNP, CCNA, CCSP, CCIP, CWNA,
CWNP, CWSP, CCSA, CCSE, CISSP

Lead Instructor : Aiay Pandey

B.E, MS (USA) CCIE # 14792, (Security / R&S),

CISSP # 43675, CCSE, MCSE, ASAP
Most Qualified Network /
Security Instructor in India

LabEquippedwith:

85 Cisco Routers (3600, 2600, 2500,
1700, 700), 24 Cisco Catalyst Switches
(5000, 3750, 3560, 3550, 3000, 2950, 2900),
Frame - Relay / ISDN, 8 Firewalls
SonicWall,  Watch quard, Cisco PIX
515 E (UR), ASA 5510, PIX 501, 3005
VPN concentrator, 4210 IPS sensor,
Nokia IP 330, Check Point, CiscoWAP/
NICs, Cisco Call Manager MCS 7825

Local Accomodation Available

BANGALORE
Visit our Website :

www.topguntechnologies.com
info@topguntechnologies.com

SMS 080- 65616600
© 080-23528500 / 41277710

If you find a better Institute to do
any of these courses, Join it !
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